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CHEVROLET, TRUCK r/ 2 -ton 

TELEPHONE MAINTENANCE Compiiecl by M. P. Conniford 

One of a number of vehicles designed'to provide mobile facilities for telephone maintenance and construction 
Equipment carried included extension ladder, telescopic derrick poles, power driven cable reel, chain hoist, 
spades, axes, crowbars, and special line construction hand tools and spare lines. Built for the United States 
Signal Corps, these vehicles were also supplied to British Royal Corps of Signals units. A wide range of bodies 
was fitted to this IVa-ton 4x4 Chevrolet chassis including the Cargo model with winch (see Military Vehicle 
Data Number Three). The vehicle shown here was introduced in 1942 and designated 'K-43'. 


Axles: 

Full floating hypoid, 6.67 to 1 ratio both 
front and rear. 

Suspension: 

Semi-elliptic front and rear, with auxilliary 
rear, hydraulic shock absorbers all round. 

Brakes: 

Foot, hydraulic vacuum, servo assisted, on all 
wheels. Hand transmission brake. 

Steering: 

Left Hand Drive, recirculating ball and sector 

Wheels: 

20 x 7. 

Tyres: 

7.50 x 20 8 Ply dual rears. 

Dimensions — Overall. 

Length 18'8%" 

Width 7' 6" 

Height 8' 8" 

Maximum speed at governed r.p.m., 48 m.p.h. 


Engine: 

Chevrolet 6-cylinder overhead valve petrol 
type AY. Bore 3 9 /ig", stroke 3' 5 Ab" 3.8 litres 
capacity. Maximum B.H.P. 73.5 at 3,000 
r.p.m., maximum torque 2,034 lbs ins. 

Clutch: 

10%" diameter single dry plate. 

Gearbox: 

4 speed 1 reverse; overall ratios (high) 47.1 
to 1, 23.3 to 1, 11.4 to 1, 6.67 to 1 and 
46.5 to 1 in reverse. 

Transfer Case: 

2 speed, ratios 1.00 to 1 and 1.94 to 1. Note, 
the front axle drive could be disengaged. 

Capacity: 

Fuel, 35 gallons giving a 225 miles radius of 
operation. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 12' 1". 

Turning Radius: 29' 6" to both left and right. 
Ground Clearance S 7 /b". 

Normal Fordability 2' 8". 






















LEYLAND HIPPO LORRY 10-TON 6x4 
PRINTING 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


The wartime Printing lorries which utilised standard 3-ton 6x4 chassis such as the Leyiand Retriever were 
replaced around 1945 by a larger house-type vehicle which had an expandable body and was mounted on 
the then well proven Leyiand Hippo and Foden DG 6/12 10-ton 6x4 chassis. As a general rule three or more 
of these vehicles operated as a mobile printing facility, and carried between them a Demy Offset Printing 
Machine, monotype composition and super casters, imposing stone, type cases, proof press, paper folder, 
stitcher and guillotine. These larger vehicles were in turn replaced during the mid-1950's by 10-ton 2-wheel 
semi-trailers. 


Front Axle: 

Reverse 'Elliott' 

Rear Axles: 

Leyiand, fully floating worm drive, 

8.66 to 1 ratio. 

Suspension: 

Semi-elliptic front, and inverted semi- 
elliptic on trunnion at rear. 

Bra kes: 

Foot, servo assisted vacuum hydraulic on all 
wheels, hand, mechanical on rear four wheels. 

Steering: 

Maries Type 811 cam and double roller. 

Electrical Equipment: 

24 volt starter and generator, lighting 
12 volt; power for printing equipment 
supplied from a 22-kw generator trailer. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 26' 6%" 

Width 8' 6” closed 15'0” 

with flaps open 
Height 11' 9" Cab 9' VA" 

Photo opposite courtesy of 
School of Military Survey. 


Engine: 

Leyiand direct injection 6-cyiinder oil Type L. 
Bore 111 m.m., stroke 127 m.m. capacity 7.4 
litres. RAC rating 45.9 h.p. Maximum B.H.P. 
100 at 1,800 governed r.p.m., maximum 
torque 3,936 lb./in. at 1,100 r.p.m. 

Gearbox: 

5 forward and 1 reverse, overall ratios, 56.4 to 
1,36.4 to 1,22.8 to 1, 12.7 to 1,7.33 to 1 
and 67.3 to 1 in reverse. 

Dimensions — Inside Body: 

Length 19'11" 

Width 8' 2" closed 14'9" 

with flaps open 
Height 7' 4%" 
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FORD WOT 6 TRUCK 3-TON 4x4 
GENERAL SERVICE. 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


Another of the forward control 3-ton 4x4 vehicles which were produced in great numbers during the 
Second World War. The WOT 6 was in production from January 1942 until September 1945 and whilst the 
great majority of those built were fitted with a standard general service body there were other models. These 
included a variety of Machinery Trucks with canvas tilts, a house-type model designated Machinery No. 8, a 
gantry-type recovery vehicle known as the 24 Kw RE Machinery Truck, and a number of different signals 
bodies of the house-type built specifically for the Royal Air Force. Another make of 3-ton 4x4, the Albion 
FT11, is dealt with in Military Vehicle Data Number Two. 


Axles: 

Full floating, spiral bevel gear, 7.6 to 1 ratio. 
Suspension: 

Semi-elliptic, front and rear. 

Brakes: 

Foot, mechanical on all wheels, hand, 
mechanical on rear wheels only. 

Tyres: 

10.50 x 20. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 19' 10%” 

Width 7' 6" 

Height 10' 6” 

Dimensions — Inside Body: 

Length 12' 6" 

Width 6' 10” 

Height 6' 0” 

*Like the late-production Bedford QL the cab 
top was detachable to give a reduced 
shipping height of 6' 9''. 


Engine: 

Ford V.8 petrol, 3.08" bore, 3.75” stroke, 
3.62 litres capacity. Maximum B.H.P. 85 at 
3,800 r.p.m. Maximum torque 1800 Ibs/ins at 
2,000 r.p.m. 

Gearbox: 

Main, 4 speeds and reverse. 

Transfer case ratios, direct and 2.42 to 1. 
Overall ratios (high) 48.5 to 1,23.4 to 1, 

12.8 to 1,7.6 to 1 and 59.4 to 1 in reverse. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 11' 11’/ 2 " 

Turning circle 58' 6” 

Track, front and rear, 5' 10” 

Ground clearance, 1 VA" at rear axle. 

Capacity: 

Fuel, 35 gallons giving a 280 miles radius of 
operation. 

Weight: 

Unladen 3 tons 18 cwt. 

Laden 7 tons 10% cwt. 

Photo opposite courtesy 
The Vanderveen Collection. 
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MORRiS-COMMERCIAL CDF TRUCK 30-CWT 6x4 
GENERAL SERVICE 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


Produced from 1933 to 1940 some ten thousand of these lorries were used by the British Army. A 4-ton 
winch was incorporated in later models (CDFW). The GS body had a well-type floor with detachable hoops 
and canvas tilt. Externally similar, an office version with an extending canopy and with seats and folding 
tables was also produced. These forward control vehicles ail had an open type cab, seating the driver and 
mate, with a folding canopy and storm aprons. 


Rear Axles: 

Full floating, overhead worm drive, 
ratio 6.75 to 1. 

Suspension: 

Front, semi-elliptic, rear semi-elliptic 
inverted twins. 

Brakes: 

Foot, hydraulic on front and inter¬ 
mediate axle drums. Hand, mechanical 
on four rear wheels. 

Tyres: 

7.50 x 20. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 17' 4” 

Width 6' 2" 

Height 8' 8” 

Dimensions — Inside Body: 

Length 10' 0” 

Width 5' 6” 

Height 5' 4" 


Engine: 

Morris, 4-cylinder petrol, 100mm bore, 

112mm stroke, of 3.5 litres capacity. 
Maximum B.H.P. 55 at 2,750 r.p.m. 
Maximum torque 1,630 ibs/in at 1,500 r.p.m. 

Gearbox: 

5 forward and 1 reverse. 

Overall ratios, 69.6 to 1,39.1 to 1, 

21.0 to 1, 12.0 to 1,6.75 to 1 and 69.6 
to 1 in reverse. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 10' TA" 

Bogie Centres 3' 4" 

Track front 4' 9%'' 
rear 4’II 3 //' 

Ground clearance 10” rear axle. 

Turning circle 50' 0” 

Fuel Capacity: 

15 gallons, radius of action 160 miles. 

Maximum road speed: 

37 m.p.h. at governed r.p.m. 


Shipping Height cut down 7' 8” Gross Weight: 

Unladen 2 tons 14 cwt 

Photograph, courtesy John Church. Laden 4 tons 12 cwt 
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STANDARD 14 h.p. 4x2 LIGHT AMBULANCE 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


These light ambulances, capable of carrying either four stretcher or six sitting cases, were built exclusively 
for the Royal Air Force and superceded a similarly bodied vehicle which had been in service using a Morris Y 
type chassis. These vehicles entered service using the pre-war civilian pattern radiator grill, as shown in the 
drawings, but when stocks were used up a plain military design was adopted. The wooden body had a 
canvas tilt, full width double-hinged tailboard which was used as a step, and a canvas curtain at the rear. The 
all enclosed steel cab seating the driver and an attendent; the spare wheel was carried on the top of the cab. 
An Atlantic Type BL970 searchlight was mounted on the nearside door surround. 


Front Axle: 

'FI' section. 

Rear Axle: 

Semi-floating, spiral bevel, ratio 5.25 to 1. 
Suspension: 

Front and rear, semi-elliptic with hydraulic 
shock absorbers. 

Brakes: 

Fland and foot, mechanical on all wheels. 

Tyres: 

6.00- 16. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 14' 11" 

Width 5' 10" 

Height 7' 3" 

Dimensions — Inside Body' 

Length 7'10" 

Width 5' 4" 

Height 4' 8" 


Engine: 

Standard, 4-cylinder petrol, 73 mm bore, 

106 mm stroke, 1.77 litres capacity. R.A.C. 
rating 13.23 h.p. Maximum B.H.P. 48 at 
3,800 r.p.m. 

Clutch: 

Single dry plate. 

Gearbox: 

Four speed forward and one reverse. 

Overall ratios 20.72 to 1, 12.75 to 1, 7.62 to 
1,5.25 to 1 and 20.72 to 1 in reverse. 

Capacity: 

Fuel, 12 gallons giving a 170 miles radius of 
operation. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 9' 0" 

Track, front and rear 4' 4" 

Turning circle 40' 0" 

Ground clearance 7" (rear axle) 

Photograph, opposite, courtesy the Vanderveen 
Collection 
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BEDFORD RL 3-ton 4x4 GS CARGO 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


A worthy follower to the wartime Bedford QL, the Bedford RL 3-ton 4x4 made its appearance in the early 
1950's. Initially the radiator grill was closed at the top, but although a number of this style are still in service 
the vast majority have radiators of the mesh type as shown in the photograph and drawing. This vehicle is a 
general purpose load carrier, fitted with folding seats for 20 men. Initially with fixed sides, with either four or 
six panels depending upon the manufacturer, later models being fitted with double drop sides as drawn; 
whilst the one in the photograph is the double dropside with 5-ton winch ("/ibinch diameter steel rope 
250-feet in length). When the winch is fitted the spare wheel is carried immediately behind the cab. This 
particular vehicle is in service with the Royal Engineers on Bomb Disposal work and therefore has the 
additional flashing blue lamp above the cab, warning bell, and the front wings and rear mudguards are, in 
addition, painted bright red; a wartime practice which has remained a feature of all vehicles used by British 
bomb disposal services. 

The normal payload of this vehicle is between 3 and 4 tons, a 2 ton trailer may also be towed. Body variants 
are numerous, and include: fuel and water tankers, power generators, and using a house-type design, 
workshop, signals, survey and laboratory requirements are catered for adequately. 


Axles: 

Front and rear hypoid bevel type, ratio 6.6 to 

1 . 

Suspension: 

Semi-elliptic with double acting shock 
absorbers, front and rear. 

Steering: 

Worm and sector type, ratio 26 to 1. 

Brakes: 

Foot, hydraulic with air pressure servo 
assistance, on all wheels (vacuum servo 
assisted on RAF types). Hand, mechanical 
on rear wheels only. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 20' 10y 2 " 

Width 7' 10" 

Height 9' 10 1 /;-" 


Engine: 

Bedford O.H.V. 6-cylinder petrol, 3.875" 
bore, 4.25 stroke, 300.7 cu.in. capacity. 
Maximum B.H.P. 110 at 3,200 r.p.m., 
maximum torque 220 ft/lb at 1,200 r.p.m. 

Clutch: 

Single dry plate. 

Gearbox: 

4 forward and 1 reverse, auxilliary 2 speed. 
Tyres: 

11.00 x 20 12 ply Cross country tread. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 13' 0" 

Track 6' V/a " front, 6' 1" rear. 

Photo: Conniford Collection Ref: 495. 
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CHEVROLET C30 TRUCK 30 cwt 4x4 SLAVE BATTERY 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


A number of Canadian 134" wheelbase Military Pattern 30-cwt Wireless lorries were supplied for use as Slave 
Battery trucks. These vehicles had two main functions, to act as a 'slave' to help in starting other vehicles, or 
to act as a spare battery carrier and charging plant and as a minor repair unit for wiring etc. In the former 
role the vehicle carries a bank of slave batteries, together with suitable selector switches tapping 10,20 to 
30 volts to suit vehicles 6, 12 or 24 volt electrical systems. I n the latter role suitable racking was provided to 
carry an assortment of spare batteries. Two 12-volt dynamos were provided for charging spare batteries. These 
dynamos being driven by a power take-off from the gearbox. In addition a bench and tools were fitted. 


Suspension: 

Semi-elliptic front and rear, with hydraulic 
shock absorbers. 

Brakes: 

Foot, hydraulic on all wheels. Hand, 
mechanical on rear wheels only. 

Steering: 

Right Hand Drive, bail bearing nut and 
sector, 

T yres: 

10.50 x 16. 

Overall Dimensions: 

Length 17' 4%" 

Width 7' 2Vi" 

Height 9' 6" 

Overall Body Dimensions: 

Length 8' 11" 

Width 6' 8" 

Height 6' 0" 

Photograph, courtesy the R.E.M.E. Museum. 


Engine: 

Chevrolet 6-cylinder petrol, 31% " bore, 

3%" stroke, 3.54 litres capacity. R.A.C. rating 
29.4 horse-power. Maximum B.H.P. 78 at 
3,200 r.p.m. Maximum torque 2,016 
Ibs/ins at 1,100 r.p.m. 

Clutch: 

10% diameter single dry plate. 

Gearbox: 

4 forward and 1 reverse. 

Overall ratios (high), 51.4 to 1, 24.7 to 1, 

12.1 to 1, 7.16 to 1 and 50.8 to 1 in reverse. 

Transfer Case: 

Ratios direct and 1.87 to 1. Front wheel 
drive can be disengaged in high gear. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 11' 2" 

Track front 5' 1 0" 
rear 5' 10%" 

Ground clearance, rear axle 8%" 

Turning circle 57' 0" 











































HUMBER 4x4 HEAVY UTILITY 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


Production of this vehicle, the only British built four-wheel-drive utility, was commenced in May 1941 and 
continued throughout the war. Very widely used, known affectionately as the Humber 'Box', these staff cars 
remained in service until the late 1950's. With all metal panelling the cab and body were integral, later models 
being fitted with a sliding roof. Two hinged doors either side with a full width double door arrangement at 
the rear. A folding map table was mounted on the rear of the driver's partition. The front wings, radiator 
grille and bonnet being identical to the Humber 8-cwt 4x4 chassis. 


Axles: 

Semi floating, spiral bevel drive, 4.88 to 1 
ratio. 

Suspension: 

Front, independent transverse semi-elliptic. 
Rear, semi-elliptic. Hydraulic shock absorbers 
both front and rear. 

Brakes: 

Foot, hydraulic on all wheels. Hand, 
mechanical on rear wheels only. 

Tyres: 

9.25 x 16. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 14' 1" 

Width 6' 2" 

Height 6' 5" 

Laden Weight: 

2 tons 1 8 cwt. 


Engine: 

Humber 6-cylinder petrol, 85 mm bore, 

120 mm stroke, 4.08 litres capacity. 26.9 
horse-power R.A.C. rating. Maximum B.H.P. 
85 at 3,400'r.p.m. Maximum torque 2,160 
Ibs/ins at 1,300 r.p.m. 

Clutch: 

Single dry plate 
Gearboxes: 

Main — 4 forward and 1 reverse. 

Auxilliary — 2 speed. 

Ratios Main, 3.70 to 1, 2.48 to 1, 1.46 to 1, 
1.00 to 1 and 3.70 to 1 in 
reverse. 

Auxilliary (High) 1.00 to 1; 1.477 to 1 (Low). 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 9' 3%” 

Track front 5' 1" rear 5' 0%" 

Ground clearance 9Va" 

Turning circle 45' 4". 


Radius of Action: 

216 miles, 12 miles per gallon. 


Photographs opposite courtesy Rootes Group Ltd. 












































































MORRIS-COMMERCIAL TRUCK 8-cwt 4x2 FFW 


Compiled by M. P. Conniford 


Built to carry a No.11 Wireless set these vehicles closely resembled the Personnel truck except that they only 
had two seats in the rear portion. The bodies were fitted to Ford, Humber and Morris-Commercial 4x2 and 
4x4 chassis. The canvas superstructure could be removed on its tubular frame and used as a shelter. A table 
was provided for wireless transmitting and fittings for batteries and equipment. A locker along the nearside 
of the body carried the aerial bags, signalling gear and wireless mast. An auxiliary dynamo driven from the 
power take-off was used to charge the wireless batteries. The open type cab had a fixed windscreen, folding 
hood, and seating for the driver and mate. 


Rear Axle: 

% floating, spiral bevel. Ratio 4.58 to 1. 
Suspension: 

Front and rear, semi-elliptic, with double 
acting hydraulic shock absorbers. 

Brakes: 

Foot, hydraulic on all wheels, hand, 
mechanical on rear wheels only. 

Tyres: 

9.00 x 13. 

Dimensions — Overall: 

Length 13' 10" 

Width 6' 7" 

Height 6' 5" 

Dimensions — Inside Body: 

Length 4' 9%" 

Width 5' 8 V 2 " 

Height 3' 9V 2 ” 

Gross Weight: 

Unladen 1 tons 16 cwt 
Laden 2 tons 6 cwt. 


Engine: 

Morris 6-cylinder petrol, 82mm bore, 11 0mm 
stroke, of 3.48 litres capacity. Maximum 
B.H.P. 60 at 2,800 r.p.m. governed to 
2,650 r.p.m. Maximum torque 1.665 Ibs/ins 
at 1,250 r.p.m. 

Gearbox: 

4 forward and 1 reverse: 

Overall ratios, 27.4 to 1, 15.4 to 1, 8.3 to 1, 
4.58 to 1 and 36.5 to 1 in reverse. 

Fuel Tank Capacity: 

16 gallons, radius of operation 220 miles. 

Maximum Speed: 

46 m.p.h. at governed r.p.m. 

Other Dimensions: 

Wheelbase 9' 0" 

Ground clearance iVa" rear axle. 

1' 1" belly. 

Track front 4' 10%" 
rear 5' 0" 

Turning circle 33' 0". 

Photograph opposite courtesy R.E.M.E. Museum. 
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Chevrolet Truck V/a-ton 4x4 Telephone Maintenance (US) 




Scale :4mm to 1ft. Conniford 





















































Standard 14 4x2 Light Ambulance (UK) 



Bedford 'RL' Lorry 3-ton 4x4 G'S' Cargo (UK) 



Chevrolet (C30) Truck 30-cwt. 4x4 Slave Battery (CA) 



Morris Truck 8-cwt 4x2 F.F.W. (UK) 

Published by BELLONA PUBLICATIONS,Model & Allied Publications Ltd., 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts.©1971 Printed by Oval Press Ltd., London S.E.5. 


Scale :4mm to 1ft Conniford 
























































■■ 




11x5 in. opening along top; l^Jo l /pts ! and 2 each 
and 2 28 pages each. Stout drawn-on card-covers. 


eapons Carrier (US 


Published by BELLONA PUBLICATIONS, Model & Alfied Publications Ltd 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts. ©1971 Printed by Oval Press Ltd., London S.E.5. 


Hemel Hempstead, Herts. ©1971 Printed 































